[Meconium aspiration syndrome with severe hypoxemia. Treatment with a pulmonary vasodilator (tolarzoline) (author's transl)].
Three patients with Meconium Aspiration Syndrome (S.A.M.) and severe hypoxemia are reported. From the first hours of life they needed mechanical ventilation, showing no improvement in PaO2 in spite of usual respiratory support measures. In one case, pulmonary hypertension and ductal right to left shunt through ductus arteriosus and foramen ovale was objetivated by cardiac catheterization. Following intravenous prefusion of a pulmonary vasodilator (Tolazoline) patients showed a clinical amelioration and a definite increase in PaO2. Results and evolution with the use of this drug are commented.